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The Phytophagous Coleoptera of West Africa and in 
particular of the Cameroons have up to the present never 
been the subject of a special monograph to my knowledge. 
Thomson in the Arch. ent. 1858 has perhaps contributed the 
greater numbers of species found in the Gaboon country. All 
the numerous species since described from that part of Africa 
are distributed in any number of publications, too numerous 
to mention; in one of the next numbers of the Stettiner En- 
tom. Zeitschr. there will appear the descriptions of those spe- 
cies obtained by Herr Conradt in the Cameroons, which have 
been submitted to me for examination. In the present paper 
I have given a list of those obtained by Prof. Sjostedt in 
the same locality with the description of the species which 
seem to be new. West Africa has without doubt a perfectly 
distinct fauna from that of other parts of the continent and 
if properly explored will doubtless furnish yet a host of new 
and interesting species. 
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Sagrinae. 

1. Sagra seraphica Lac. 

2. Sagra Deyrollei Thoms. 


Criocerinse. 

1. Lema erycina Baly. 

2. Lema calabarica Clark. 

3. Lema Parryi Baly. 

4. Lema turgida Jac. var.? 

5. Lema mitis Clark. 

3. Lema rubricollis Klug. 

7. Lema Sjostedti Jac. b. sp. 

8. Lema cribraria Jac. 

9. Lema camerunensis Jac. n. sp. 

10. Lema sp. 

11. Lema sp. 

12. Crioceris livida Dalm. 


Megalopinie. 

1. Poeeilomorpha Lacordairei AVestw. 


Eumolpinse. 

1. Scelodonta egregia Lef£v. 

2. Pseudocolaspis aurichalcea Thoms. 

3. Nerissus femoralis Lef. 

4. Nerissus viridipennis Jac. 

5. Ennodius Murrayi Chap. 

3. Colasposoma camerunense Jac. 

7. Colasposoma Kraatzi Jac. 

S. Colasposoma Pradieri Lef. 

9. Dermoxanthus fulvus Baly. 

10. Menius parvulus Jac. 

11. Menius flavitarsus Jac. 

12. Menius viridiaeneus Jac. 
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13. Menius splendidus Jac. 

14. Rhembastus Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 

15. Rhembastus nigritarsus Lefev. 

16. Rhembastus sp. 

Chrysomelinee. 

1. Ceralees ferrugineus Gerst. 

2. Horatopyga ornata Baly. 

3. Plagiodera cognata Bai/y. 

4. Melasoma livida Stal.? 

Halticinae. 

1. Phygasia magna Weise (gcibonensis Jac.). 

2. Phygasia marginata Jac. 

3. Sebaethe torrida Baly. 

4. Sebaethe pallidicornis Jac. 

5. Haltica insequalis Alld. 

6. Nisotra Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 

7. Nisotra dilecta Dalm. 

8. Nisotra spadicea Dalm. 

9. Physoma Dohrni Har. 

Galerucinae. 

1. Oides gibbosa Jac. ( assimilis Gah.) 

2. Oides ferruginea Fab. 

3. Oides typographica Bits. 

4. Diacantha melanoptera Thoms. 

5. Diacantha flavescens Weise. 

6. Hyperacantha fiavonigra Thoms. 

7. Hyperacantha Deusseni Karsch. 

8. Hyperacantha Preussi Weise. 

9. Hyperacantha hypomelaena Thoms. 

10. Aulacophora cavifrons Thoms. 

11. Chapuisia basalis Jac. n. sp. 

12. Chapuisia Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 

13. Cerochroa maculicollis Baly. 
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14. Nirina epiphiata Dalm. 

15. Nirinoides abdominalis Jac. 

16. Aethonea variabilis Jac. 

17. Stenoplatys Pascoi Baly. 

18. Ornithognatus generosus Thoms. 

19. Platyxantha sublaevipennis Jac. 

20. Phyllobroticella flava Jac. 

21. Phyllobroticella picipes Weise. 

22. Syoplia africana Jac. 

23. Luperodes marginatus Jac. 

24. Barombia metallica Jac. 

25. Pseudocrania africana Jac. 

26. Pseudocrania latifrons Weise. 

27. Monolepta elegans Alld. 

28. Vitruvia glabripennis Jac. n. gen. 

The following species of Phytophaga contained in the 
eollection of Cameroon Phytophaga which were kindly sub- 
mitted to me by Professor Sjostedt for examination seem to 
be undescribed. 


Lema Sjostedti sp. n. 

Plate 10. fig. 1. 

Fulvous below, head bluish, antennm black (the basal 
joints sometimes fulvous), thorax impunctate, rufous, the an- 
terior angles tuber culate; elytra metallic blue, with deep ba- 
sal depression, strongly punctate-striate, legs bluish-black, 
femora rufous (the knees excepted) 

Length 5 — 6 mill. 

Head dark blue, the space behind the eyes fulvous, the 
vertex with a short central groove, eyes moderately deeply 
triangularly notched, the lateral grooves deep and pubescent, 
antennse extending to about the middle of the elytra, black, 
the basal two or three joints sometimes fulvous below, third 
and fourth joint equal, elongate, terminal joints slightly 
thickened; thorax subquadrate, not longer than broad, the 
anterior angles pointed, tuberculate, the basal sulcus very 
deep, extending laterally to the under portion of the thorax, 
not preceded or bounded by a longitudinal ridge, the surface 
entirely impunctate, dark rufous, scutellum bluish, its apex 
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truncate; elytra with a deep basal fovea near the suture, 
dark blue, strongly and closely punctate-striate, the punctu- 
res as usual larger at the anterior portion and within the 
depression, the interstiees slightly transversely wrinkled, 
costate at the sides and apex; below fulvous, the legs bluish, 
the base of the anterior and intermediate femora more or 
less and that of the posterior ones to a greater extent, 
fulvous. 

Allied to L. riibricollis Klug., L. af finis Clark and seve- 
ral other West African species but from all distinguished 
by the coloration of the head and that of the legs and by 
the impunctate thorax; the eight specimens before me only 
differ slightly in the amount of fulvous of the legs and some- 
times of the antennm. 

Lema camerunensis sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig. 2 . 

Black, posterior portion of the head, the thorax and the 
elytra fulvous, thorax bisulcate, elytra strongly and closely 
punctured, depressed below the base. 

Length 7 — 7 x /2 mill. 

Head with two strongly raised and punctured tubercles 
above the eyes, the latter deeply notched, anterior portion of 
the face black, antennce slender, moderately long, black, the 
terminal joints gradually thickened; thorax scarcely longer 
than broad, the anterior angles pointed, the sides with a 
deep subquadrate fovea, the disc with several rows of small 
punctures at the middle, the sides with a short transverse 
sulcus anteriorly, the anterior margin with a short depres- 
sion at the middle, basal sulcus deep; elytra with a short 
depression below the base, closely and strongly punctate- 
striate, the first row double near the base, the interstices of 
the apex convex, below and the legs black. 

flab. Assinia, W. Africa (Ch. Alluaud), Cameroons (Sjo- 
stedt). 

This Lema is another species belonging to the L. armata 
group, but differs in the not tuberculate anterior angles of 
the thorax, longer antennce and less deeply punctured elytra, 
the extreme sides of the abdomen are generally more ore less 
fulvous; whether the present insect is identical with L . sub- 
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castanea Weise (Wiegm.Arch. 1901, p. 146) of which only 
a three lines diagnosis is given, I am unable to say; that in- 
sect is also described as having a length of 9 mill. 


Nerissus viridipennis sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig. 3. 

Below blackish, the basal joints of the antennae fulvous, 
above dark green, closely pubescent, thorax closely punctu- 
red, elytra semiconfluently punctate. 

Length 6 — 7 mill. 

Head very finely punctured, clothed with white pube- 
scence, labrurn fulvous, antennae long and slender, black, the 
basal four or five joints more or less fulvous below, fourth 
and following joints very elongate and slender; thorax one 
half broader than long, the lateral margins rounded and 
evenly serrate, the surface closely punctured at the sides, 
subremotely so at the disc, clothed with white pubescence, 
elytra very closely punctured, similar to that of the sides 
of the thorax, the punctures confluent at the base, finer near 
the apex, pubescent like the other parts, the hairs not arran- 
ged in rows; below and the legs black, pubescent. 

Cameroons (Conradt, Prof. Sjostedt). 

I must separate this species from N. affinis Lef£v. with 
which it agrees in most respects, but differs in not being 
black but green above, the antennae also are not entirely 
black but have fulvous basal joints, these are also much 
more elongate than in Lefevres species of which I posses 
specimens from Sierra Leone, the labrurn in the present in- 
sect is likewise fulvous. It is however possible that the lat- 
ter is but a local form of the other. 


Rhembastus Sjostedti sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig. 4. 

Subovately rounded, belov^ piceous, above obscure aeneous, 
antennae and legs fulvous, head remotely, thorax closely punc- 
tured, elytra deeply punctate-striate, the interstices strongly 
longitudinally costate. 

Length 3 mill. 
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Head finely and remotely punctured, the clypeus not separa- 
ted from the face, eyes large, nearly entire, surrounded by 
a narrow groove, labrum fulvous, antennae rather long and 
slender, entirely pale fulvous, the second and third joint 
equal, the following joints but slightly longer, terminal joints 
a little thickened; thorax twice as broad as long, narrowed 
anteriorly, the sides nearly straight, the disc convex, evenly 
and rather closely impressed with round punctures, elytra 
convex and rounded, with about ten highly raised costae, the 
fifth one generally interrupted before the middle on account 
of a transverse depression, the interstices strongly punctate- 
striate, the humeral callus prominent, tuberculiform, the fol- 
lowing costa short and obliquely running towards the lateral 
margin, legs fulvous, all the femora armed with a small 
tooth. 

° Allied to R. costatus Jac. (Novit. Zool. 1894 p. 519) but 
dark aeneous, not fulvous, the legs entirely of the latter co- * 
lour as well as the antennae, the elytral costae very strongly 
raised, the costae themselves of pale piceous colour or obscure 
fulvous, the other parts dark aeneous. 


Colasposoma eamerunense sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig. 5. 

Metallic greenish, spotted with purplish above, basal 
joints of the antennae fulvous, head and thorax closely longi- 
tudinally strigose and punctured, elytra with close rows of 
punctures at the inner disc and four obsolete longitudinal 
lines, the interstices at the sides transversely wrinkled, 
much more strongly so in the female. 

Length 5 mill. 

Head finely punctured and strigose in different directions, 
the vertex and a spot at the clypeus purplish, labrum ful- 
vous, antennae black, the lower five joints more or less ful- 
vous; thorax nearly three times broader than long, the sides 
rounded, she surface convex, longitudinally strigose throughout, 
the interstices finely punctured, the margins green, the disc 
spotted with purplish (in well marked specimens four spots 
can be seen, two small ones at the sides and two larger ones 
at the middle), scutellum with a few punctures, elytra rather 
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closely and finely punctured in rows near the suture, more 
irregularly and strongly so at the sides, the interstices at 
the same place transversely wrinkled in both sexes, but very 
strongly so in the female, near the apex they are slightly 
longitudinally costate, beside these, four narrow raised lon- 
gitudinal lines can be distinguished, the ground colour is 
metallic green but the costm. are all of a purplish hue, the 
legs metallic greenish and more or less seneous, the anterior 
tibiae of the male slightly curved and elongate. 

This is a rather peculiarly marked species, well distin- 
guished on that account and by the sculpture of the thorax; 
three specimens were obtained by Prof. Sjostedt. 

■ 

Nisotra Sjostedti sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig.. 6. 

Fulvous, the apical joints of the antennae black, head 
impunctate, thorax closely and finely punctured, deeply notched 
anteriorly, elytra metallic blue, finely geminate punctate- 
striate, the interstices slightly rugose at the sides. 

Length 4 mill. 

Head strongly convex at the vertex, the latter extremely . I 
finely punctured, with a single deep puncture above the eyes, 
the clypeus rounded above by deep oblique grooves, rather 
convex, finely punctured, antennae black, the lower five joints 
fulvous, the second joint scarcely shorter than the following 
ones; thorax twice as broad as long, the sides feebly rounded, 
the anterior angles not produced, the anterior margins with 
a deep perpendicular notch behind the eyes, the surface very 
finely and closely punctured, scutellum small, fulvous; elytra 
oblong, more strongly punctured than the thorax, the punc- 
tures arranged in closely approached double rows and rather 
larger at the sides; below and the legs fulvous, the breast 
more or less black. 

Larger than N. dilecta Dalm., the thorax more finely 
punctured and the anterior perpendicular grooves much dee- 
per and longer, the elytra more finely punctured and the 
interstices impunctate. 
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Cliapuisia basalis sp. n. 

Testacous, thorax broad, minutely punctured, elytra ex- 
tremely finely and closely punctured, obscure testacous, the 
base broadly, the margins narrowly fulvous, breast and ab- 
domen obscure fulvous. 

Length 10 mill. 

Of broadly elongate, posteriorly slightly widened shape, 
the head broad, testaceous, impunctate, eyes large and round, 
frontal elevations broad, distinct, antennae with slender 
elongate joints, pale fulvous, the third joint half the 
length of the fourth one, the lower three joints glabrous, 
the others pubescent (last three joints broken off), thorax 
transversely subquadrate, without depressions, testaceous, the 
sides rounded, with a very narrow margin, anterior angles 
thickened, posterior ones oblique, the disc extremely finely 
and closely punctured, scutellum broad, testaceous, elytra 
very nearly similarly punctured as the thorax, their epi- 
pleurae broad, concave at the base, absent below the middle, 
the disc obscure testaceous, the margins narrowly and the 
base broadly fulvous, this colour extending upwards to a 
small extent at the sutural margin at the apex; legs testa- 
ceous, the intermediate tibiae mucronate only, claws appen- 
diculate, the anterior coxal cavities closed. 

This is the third species of the genus ( Paralepta of 
Chapuis) agreeing in all the structural characters with the 
type but of a much larger and broader shape. 


Cliapuisia Sjostedti sp. n. 

Plate 10, fig. 7. 

Flavous, the terminal joints of the antennae, the breast 
and the legs black, thorax and elytra extremely minutely 
punctured, black. 

Length 10 mill. 

Head minutely punctate, flavous, with .a central fovea, 
clypeus triangular, antennae with the lower two joints fla- 
vous, the following six, black, the rest wanting; thorax about 
one half broader than long, the sides feebly rounded at the 
middle, the surface rather flattened, flavous, extremely mi- 
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nutely punctate, scutellum black, elytra with a shallow su- 
tural depression below the base, extremely minutely punctu- 
red, black, the apical sutural angles obscure fulvous; abdo- 
men tlavous, the breast and legs black, claws appendiculate, 
anterior coxal cavities closed. 

Hal). Cameroons. 

There is only a single female specimen of this species ’ 
before me, wdiich is well distinguished by its coloration and 
the very minute elytral punctuation, the last abdominal seg- 
ment is nearly entire and the abdomen is clothed with ful- 
vous pubescence. 


Vitruvia gen. n. 

Body elongate, glabrous, antennae filiform, head without 
frontal tubercles, thorax subquadrate, convex, without sulcus, 
elytra impunctate, their epipleurae extremely broad and con- 
tinued to the apex, legs slender, the first joint of the poste- 
rior tarsi as long as the following joints together, claws 
appendiculate, prosternum invisible between the coxae, the 
anterior cavities open. 

This genus is very closely allied to the Eastern Sumci- 
trasici Jac. (Notes Leyd. Mus. Vol. YI), it is of exactly the 
same colour, size and shape but differs in the structure of 
the head which is broad and flat without frontal eleva- 
tions, the antennae are also inserted below the eyes and more 
widely separated, the elytral epipleurae are still very much 
wider than in Sumcitrasia and the elytra itself are not punc- 
tate-striate. Type Vitruvia glabripennis. 


Vitruvia glabripennis sp. n. 

Plate 10. fig. 8. 

Entirely pale fulvous, the head, thorax and the elytra 
impunctate, the legs finely pubescent. 

Length 5 — 7 mill. 

Head very broad and flat, pale fulvous or testaceous, 
the clypeus not separated from the face, apex of the man- 
dibles black, antennse scarcely extending to the middle of 
the elytra, testaceous, the second, third and fourth joint gra- 
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dually lengthened, thorax but little broader than long, the 
lateral margins straight, the posterior ones slightly rounded, 
the surface convex, impunctate, scutellum triangular; elytra 
much broader at the base than the thorax, rather convex, 
the apex rounded; the surface entirely impunctate, the epi- 
pleurm extremely broad and but little narrowed towards 
the apex, trilobate apex of the last abdominal segment of 
the male with the middle lobe subquadrate, slightly concave. 

The collection, containing 72 sp. in 1,552 specimens, be- 
longs to the Museum of Natural History at Stockholm. 
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Explanation of plate 10. 


Fig. 

1. 

Lem a Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 


2. 

Lema camerunensis Jac. n. sp. 

» 

3. 

Nerissus viridipennis Jac. n. sp. 

» 

4. 

Rhembastus Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 

* 

5. 

Colasposoma camerunense Jac. n. sp. 

» 

6. 

Nisotra Sjostedti Jac. n. sp. 

» 

7. 

Chapuisia Sjostedti n. sp. 


8. 

Vitruvia glabripennis Jac. ii. sp. 


Tryckt den 7 augusti 1903. 

Stockholm 1903. 


Kungl. Boktryckeriet. 


